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Clerk report – December 2020 

Operational issues 

We now have a full staffing complement for the first time in many months.  The groundstaff are also 

now equipped to tackle some of the jobs including getting the cemetery in order, finishing hedge 

cutting, continuing with cutting of epicormic growths on the village green trees. 

There have been some teething problems with some of the new equipment – they are under 

warranty so we have called out representatives from the sales company who will take them up with 

the manufacturer.] 

Now that we are in the off-season we are planning to organise vertidraining of the Recreation 

Ground and are also enquiring about hiring an air injection machine to use on the bowls green/ 

The worst of the potholes have been filled in on the cemetery access road and we access to supplies 

to continue to take remedial action.  A long term durable solution would be expensive but can be 

discussed during the budget preparation process.   

The Finance Officer will be working on improving the S106 monitoring and also on the budget 

preparations, both of which will main items for discussion with the Council in January. I hope this is 

turn is going to free up some of my time to work on some of those items which have slipped such as 

progress chasing and sorting out outstanding procurement  issues (including Chittering playground, a 

2nd MVAS sign, water fountain, security measures). 

H&S - The library has reported that during the installation of new guttering it became apparent that 

there is no proper drain for the pipe to go into and that the drain pipe at the end of the building 

(kitchen, toilet, store room end) does not go into any drain but stops half way down the building 

with water going straight onto the surrounding ground and concrete. The library manager has 

already alerted CCC to this H&S issue. 

Covid 19 - At the time of writing Cambridgeshire is moving into Tier 2. This means that tennis courts 

and skateparks can reopen and organised football can restart – so we will revert to the regime that 

was in place during September and October.  

Lease agreements - I responded last week to a FOI request asking to see the leases for the Beach 

Social Club and the Tillage Hall. There isn’t as yet an agreement between the Tillage Hall and the 

Council, although I know they are dealing with getting one in place so this is an issue that will be on a 

future Council agenda. As far as the Beach Social Club is concerned, when I looked into the records I 

found an old agreement that appears to have lapsed. So again this will I will need to do some more 

work on before bringing it to Council. 

St Andrews Hill - Following a further approach to Wellers Hedley it remains the case that  it is not 

within the gift of the Parish Council to grant permission for works, irrespective of whether the PC is 

registered as the owner of the land. 

Recreation Ground - Robert has identified another bee orchid on the Rec. This one is not on the 

football pitch so it will be easier to avoid it. 



Tennis court flood lighting - Langley’s are organising a site meeting with another company to discuss 

the technical needs of this work before providing a quote.  

Way Lane crossing -  The School recently asked for an update and here is what they were told: 

“The revised design proposal is now going through planning again. We have been given a 10 week 

timescale for this by Kier and the counties education team. This means that we will now likely be on 

site in February half term, if the planning process all goes to plan.  

Regarding Tranche 2, we received less funding than requested from central government. Currently 

we are procuring a design consultant to deliver this programme of work on our behalf. I am afraid 

this is all I can tell you at the moment. Once we have appointed the consultant we will be contacting 

and updating parishes accordingly.” 

Village Green 

The vicar of  St John's has been in touch to say that c3 church, whom they partner in the operation 

of the weekly food hub plans to bring their yellow food van over to Waterbeach on 23rd December, 

around lunchtime (exact times tbc). The van will offer food and drink for sale - and free to those in 

need - with receipts going into the Food Hub fund. The plan is to park the van by the green – the 

proposal was in the layby opposite the general store/Post Office –but as this is on the public highway 

I’ve suggested he checks out the situation with SCDC. The place where the burger van parks could be 

an alternative.  

I am also ordering two further benches for the village green and two litter bins to continue out 

programme of replacement of those in poor condition.  

Email addresses 

We are planning to move to a new system of email addresses which will be cloud based and require 

Cllrs to access them in a different way. This is more secure and the recommended way for Council 

emails to now operate. Cllr M Williamson is kindly putting together a you tube teach-in as well as a 

step by step guide to help Cllrs get this started.  More on this during December.   

Newsletter 

There is likely to be another Beach News in mid December and Belinda has already asked people to 

let her and Michael have suggested items and text for inclusion on the Parish Council Newsletter 

Non-CCC streetlights.  After asking why we hadn’t received any bills since the transfer of 

responsibility from CCC in January, we’ve now received a flurry of monthly bills dating back to then. 

From now on we will be billed monthly and we will look to set up a direct debit as with other utility 

payments. 


